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Kimberley Nature Park Society  
Monthly Board Meeting Minutes  
29 April 2026 – Wednesday, 7pm  

Location: McKim Middle School, Rm 137  
 
Present: Maurice Frits, Tim Chapman, Sharon Moorcroft, Jessica Harvey, Eva (Ava) Boehringer, Dave 
Hale, (remote), Andree Powers, Rain Noakes (remote) 
 
Regrets: John Henly, Hasi Muhandiram, Schaun Goodeve, Sue Cairns, Ryan McKenzie 
 
1. Call to Order  
2. Adopt minutes of March 25, 2026 meeting  

• Reviewed action items 
a. Outstanding: website review; fieldtrip plans; QR codes HBV and Five Corners; firewood 

contact with Friends of Lois Creek;  
• Motion: Andree; Second: Dave; motion passed 

3. Accept the Agenda as presented  
• Motion: Jess; Second: Ava; motion passed 

4. City Liaison Report — none; Sue is away  
5. KTS report — none; Ryan not in attendance 
6. Financial Report — Andree  

• Statement of Activity attached 
• Several donations from Canada Helps, but unsure if we can get info on donors 

o Action Maurice: compare memberships to amount in memberships 
• $500 donation from Struan’s relatives; not earmarked for HBV 

o Action Maurice contact Alison to see if they want it to go to HBV 
7. Correspondence/Communications  

a) Email (April 17) regarding options for fuel reduction by chipping (Teck) vs. burning remaining 
piles 

o Dave’s email: fire reduction crew will be dealing with slash piles over time when controlled 
burns are taking place; chipping is quite expensive and would require dedicated funding; 
unlikely Teck would do it for free 

o Action Ava: email Will Booth about saving some slash piles as habitat 
b) Rock climbing in the park and HBV 

o Email from author of new guidebook that is in progress provides proposed text for 
existing climbing areas at Jimmy Cliff and Tora Bora; both are already in existing 
guidebook versions 

o Online guide with directions to existing routes and a coffee table book to showcase East 
Kootenay climbing areas (no details on routes/access) 

o MOU for HBV (Tora Bora) crag in place between East Kootenay Climbing Association 
and KNPS for HBV’s Jimmy Cliff doesn’t get much use because of harder access. 

o Author states that app makes it easy to mark areas as closed if needed for 
environmental protection. 

o Ecosystem assessment will provide more details on sensitivities in both areas. 
o Board has no objections but need to protect sensitive ecosystems and ‘leave no trace’ 

needs to be reiterated in book and app; also no new routes to be put up; may be an 
option to sell book on KNPS website.  
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8. Unfinished business 
a) Trails 

● MOU with KTS update — Jess 
○ No progress; Jess still trying to connect with Ryan 

● Ktunaxa language signs — Jess  
○ Action Jess: check about access to funding for this project 

● Field visit to SFH May 8 — Ava/Rain 
○ Decommissioning of unauthorized trail (SFH, Eimers)  
○ KNPS members and KTS to do SFH walk through and discuss how to move 

forward; also review thew 2022 KTS trail assessment; look at trails through the 
frame of our values (ungulates, sensitive ecosystems, and recreation) 

○ Jess, Ava, and Rain to meet to determine main contact for project 
● Kimberley Outdoor Rec Committee meeting May 4 — Ava 

○ Ava has joined committee and will attend meeting on May 4.  
● Chainsaw course — no update; Hasi not in attendance 

b) Grants & funding  
● Ecosystem Assessment HCTF grant — Ava 

○ Ava reached out to talk about issues that LOO designation presents for grant 
eligibility; still waiting for a response. 

● CBT Ecosystems Workshop April 14 – Ava 
○ Ava attended and presented two proposals (trail signage and invasive species, 

prepared by Jess) 
○ Funding is focused on shovel-ready/people on the ground projects that focus on 

larger ecosystem-scale enhancements 
○ Neither of these projects is at the ecosystem level, so not likely to proceed to next 

stage; we could look at the small ecosystem funding stream instead. 
● April 16 meeting with CAO from City re: funding — Ava 

○ Excellent meeting and info exchange; further discussion will be ongoing 
● ORCBC grant for HBV boardwalk? — Andree 

○ Not in yet 
● ReDi grant for signage - Meeting April 20th 

○ Jess attended meeting and presented 
○ Council meeting notes show that we will likely receive $2,500 instead of the 10K 

that was requested, but no official announcement yet 
c) Community Engagement update — Maurice 

• Accomplishments:  
o simplified and modernized membership structure and online sign-up  
o new website – easier to operate and more on brand 
o successful events: AGM, Movie night, NH walks 
o improved connection with KNPS and local businesses, clarity on KNPS mandate 
o newsletter – well-read so far (300 views – 60 to 80% open it); direct way to connect with 

members 
o social media – sign-ups have increased; Facebook now has 2,200 followers 

• To do: 
o More walks, another movie night, Turkey run off, RTM, KORE, Farmers’ markets  
o Automatic renewal of annual memberships (extended web package required) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

3 

 
 

o Memorial benches (Maruice and Sharon) 
o MOU with KTS (Maurice to help) 
o Marketing info booklet for KNPS for consistency 

d) Wildsight Ecosystem Enhancement Program — Tim 
○ SFH kiosk signage 

■ Incorporate existing signage, but need budget from KNPS 
■ Possible content could include info on WISA, share the trails, Ktunaxa content 
■ Action Maurice/Jess/Dave: develop some ideas and reach out to KTS 
■ Action Tim: measure exact dimensions of sign 

○ Invasive Species Assessment 
■ Wildsight and EKISC are doing SFH assessment for 70 ha parcel as part of larger 

Wildsight ecosystem enhancement project 
■ EKISC will develop management plan and recommendations that will be shared 

with KNPS 
■ Management plan to be reviewed by board to ensure recommendations fit KNPS 

values 
e) Committee Updates  

● Governance  
○ CoC Governance Workshop — Jess 

■ Action Jess: summary of action items we can apply (look at Sharon’s 
notes from last year under governance) 

● Grants 
○ Bat project — Ava 

■ Nicole Bessler keen to partner and apply for FWCP funding to study 
hibernation locations in KNP and HBV with acoustic and drone surveys 

■ White-nosed fungus is entering BC, so good information for management 
■ Interested in doing a bat walk for NH (timing: July – Oct, has to happen 

around dusk).   
■ Action Ava: look at City/Province drone restrictions 

○ Consider: 
■ FWCP & CBT Small Ecosystem Grants 
■ BC Gaming Grants 
■ Sharing a student position with KTS ($5,000 via EcoCanada) 

● NHC — Dave  
○ April 18 Wildlife in the Park 

■ Maurice update: 30 participants (16 signed up online; including waiver); 5 
new memberships, $85 in donations 

○ Designating trails  
■ Good idea to designate some trails as non-biking trails? (e.g., Creek, 

Flume, Eimers Lake) 
■ Need to consider full process: assessment, plan, signage, education… 

● Interface Fire — Dave  
○ See committee update attached. 
○ Note that breeding bird windows starting ~April 1 to ~Aug 25 

● HVB — none; John is away 
f) Events Update — Maurice 

● Wine Tasting (April 22) canceled — Maurice 



 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

○ Cancelled due to low ticket sales 
○ Learned: put it on the weekend, lower price. 

● Future:  
○ Bear Aware (June) — Erna or Hasi? 
○ Other? 

g) ETSI Grant Economic Study – Jess 
o Jess attended recent meeting with consultant, KTS and others to represent KNPS 

9. New Business 
a) Frequency for approaching local businesses for sponsorship, prizes etc. —Tim 

• Question around how often we asking 
• Good to be cognizant of how often we ask and allow for people to opt out.  

b) Planting trees in disturbed landings — Dave  
o Donated Ponderosa Pine seedlings and some fireweed that need to be planted (~100) 
o Options to plant some of the old landings that don’t have good regrowth 
o Action Dave: set date and coordinate with Maurice for volunteers  

c) Pika Project update — Ava 
• Defer to next meeting 

d) Facility rental (remain at McKim?) — Ava 
• Motion to move to MVP: Ava, Second: Jess. Motion passed.  

 
10. Motion to adjourn regular meeting  

Next Meeting – May 27, 2026 at Marysville Pub 

2026 Meeting Schedule: Regular Board Meetings (Marysville Pub Games 
Room) June 24, Sept 23, Oct 28, Nov 25 

 

 


